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~ PRESIDENT CARRANZA
- KILLED, AS ARE FUGITIVE

.

COMPANIONS IN MEXICO

Follows Attack by

Gen. Herrera at
Tlaxcalantongo.

OBREGON MAKES
ANNOUNCEMENT

Former Mexican Am-
. bassador Here Re-
ported With Chief.

B the Assocmred Press

MEXICO CITY, May
YVenustiano Carranza,
emall party of followers. has been a
fugitive in the mountains of ['ueblo
gince late last week, killed at
Tlaxcalantongo carly Thursday morn-
ing, according teo official announce-
ment here His companions, the
names of whom are unknown, also
were killed.

Gen. Rodolfo Herreva, it is said, di-
rected the attack that resulted in the
death of the fugitive president and
his foilowers. He belonged to fo cex
commanded by Gen. Francisco de
Mariel who accompanied Carranza in
his flight from this eity. but wh_u_IaM
week deserted Carranza and joined
the revolutienists. ! 3

There is some unceriainty regard-
jng the exact affiliation of Gen. Her-
rera. It is generally believed pos-
sible. however. that he commanded a
small guard which was with the flee-
ing president. He was in rebellion
against Carranza for se‘_'eral years,
centering his operations in the atate
of Puebla. He surrendered last Marcl
to Gen. Muriel, who was in comman
of government forces in that state.

When Gen. Muriel went over to the
revolutionists last week a pertion of
his troops, it is known. rel:'named
loval to the president, and belief ex-
ists that Carranza might have taken

21.—President
who, with a

Was

-y along with him, in his flight toward

Tuxpam, Herrera's forces. which
finally turned against him. I‘la:calgm-
tongo is a small village in the vi-

cinity of Huauchinango, in the north-
ern “panhandle” of the state of Pu-
ebla. It is approximately eighty-five
miles from San Andrea, where Car-
Tanza left his forces and took refuge
in the mountains. :

The official announcement was given
out at* 10:30 o'clock tonight from the
headguarters of Gen. Alvaro Obregon.

Train to Receive Beodies.

MEXICO CITY, May 22 (by the As-
gociated Press).—Reports
here early this morning state that
Gen. Juan Barragan. chief of the pres-
jdential staff: Ygnacio Bonillas, for-
mer ambassador at Washington; Gen.
Marciano Gonzales and Gen. Federico
Montes, who accompanied FPresident
Carranza in his flight from San An-
dres. are safe. No mention is made
of the others in the party, which it
i8 believed inciuded Luis Cabrera,
minister of the treasury: Alfonso Ca-
brera. his brother. governor of Pueb-
la. and Gen. Francisco Murguia. who
acted as commander of the Carranza
troops after the president had fled
from this city.

Orders have heen given that a train
be taken 1o Beristain, the nearest
railway point to Tlaxcalantongo, to
receive the bodies of those killed in the
encounter in which Carranza lost his
life.

In Flight With Carranza.

HAVANA, May 22 (by the Associated
Press), E :
Mexican treasury department: Ygnabio
Honillas, formmer Mexican ambassador
at Weshington, and reputed to be the
favored candidate for president of
Mexico. and all other mambers of the
Carranza cabinet, accompanied Presi-
dent Carranza in his flight te
mountains of Tuebla. according to
Mexican newspapers received in this
city yesierday.

U. S. Is Without Official
Word of Carranza Killing

1
d

received |

Luis Cabreta, minister of the|

!he}

VENUSTIANO CARRANZA.

FEWER WORKERS
SHOWNBY REGORDS

:Reclassifiers Predict Reduc-

+ tion Below 90,000 in D. C.
| After July 1. :

| Government employves in the District
| of Columbia will be reduced in num-

; bers te less than 90,000 afler‘July 1,
'acuordim: to the belief of reclassifica-
i tion officials who are keeping the rec-
ords of the reclassification body up
to date at the headquarters at 4%
street and Missouri avenue.

The number of federal emploves
here now stands in the records of the
commission at 99,000, instead of the
former figure of 107,000, when the
commission was preparing its report.
and with the reductions soon by the
War Department the figure is ex-
pected to sink to 92,000,

Discharges by the Department of
t Agriculture, owing to the failure to
secure appropriagtions desired, and re-
ductions in other departments. will
bring the number down below 90,000,
it is anticipated.

At Work on Permennl Records.

_ A staff of nineteen persons is work-
ing on the personnel tecords of the
reclassification commission at the
headquarters.
funct, the reclassification commission
proved to be very much alive today,
although there has bcen a general
disnosition te helieve, both on the
j part of =some tmaembers of Congress
and the public, that the commission
| geased March 12 last, when it made
j its report to Congress.

A decision of Controller Warwick |

of the Treasury. however, has made
li! plain that the law which created
! the reclassificatiom commission did
not limit the life of the reclassifica-
tion body. Accordingly, a staff of
| men and women has been quietly at
iwork at the old headquarters, sand-
twiched in with the pulsing life of the
’cnnsus bureay. at work on the new
census figures.
Considering Details.

Verhaps the most vital work of the
i nineteen commission workers, who one-
frate under the general directions of the
reclassification commission, is that per-
taining to the monthly records of all the
departments and their bureaus. It is
irom these records that the figures given
|nhm-p were procured. During the active
work of the reclassification body on its

. :.q jteport the depdrtments and bureaus,
The Siate Depuriment has reccived [1TON, 1N PRS00, Doy
merlin regarding the reported killing | Changes. transfers and other data rela-

of President Carranza. No report on
the death of Carranza had come to-
day from the American embassy in
Mexico City and the Associated Press
dispatches were the only informa-
tion before the government here.

If Carranza has been killed, the
manner of his death nayv inject an
unlooked for element into the ques-
tion of recognition of the new gov-
ernament in Mexico. When I'resident
Wilson declined to recognize Huerta
after the Kkilling of Madero and
Suarez, he outlined, and gave notice

to all Latin American countiries, a
broad policy that the United States
would reEcOEn e no  Eovernments
which arose by armed revolution

against constitutional authorities
Tp to this point the Mexican revo-
lution has been marked by an absence

of fighting, and the question of
whether the revolutionary forces
might be recognized has been left

for later development.
Recognition of New Government.
If it were be shown that Car-
ranza was killed in a coup d'etat, the
question of recognition of the new

T

tive to gheir employes. «

This work is being kept up. with the
co-operition of the departments. despite
the fact that protest was made by a
section of one of the largest depart-
ments against the practice. Super-
visory officials generally realize that to
keep the questionnaires and other rec-

presented as a part of the report.

Hundreds of Tables Froduced.

The completion of the elaborate
statistical tables upon which the com-
mission was engaged at the time it
mide its report to Congress has oe-
{eupied the nineteen workers since
March 12, As the result of this work
Conzress has in its possession hun-
dreds of unique tables. 4

Some series of the spatistical work
contain different tabhles. each worked
out by electrical p ing machines
bevond chance of error, and present-
ing the very latest data on the gov-
ernment serviceZIn the National Capi-

government probably would go back ;lal. » o

to President Wilgon's originally out- | It is now. heHeved that no other
lined poiicy. If ha were killed in bat-  capital i the world possesses such
tle with the revelutionists, it prob- (a fund statistical data on ifs civil
ably would still be a question as to !service workers as does the United

whether the recognition of his suce-
cessars came within the policy laid
down Seven Vears ago

“The details of the Mexican presi-
dent's death will hiave to be Known
fully before the State Iepartment

makes any decision which would bear
an the questions of recognition, which

States Capital,

{BACKS GRIFFITH EFFORT
| TO “AMERICANIZE” D. C.

| A concrete example of the spirit of

prIDb“hI)i- _“r”“m l""_f be “‘k‘-\’;‘ L | co-operation urged by Clark Griffith
al up!f after elections in Mexico, 48 necessary to bring about the en-
hn"‘,‘.:},_‘.f:,fe“, “II“-.l I ':“.‘d" fo ‘."“‘“‘“'."f"’,‘* i franchisement of residents of Lhe Dis-
¢ hen Kl Becka “‘l' th-“ 1.—“‘“{"']‘*11"4{'! is furnished in the offer of Mil-
ool Rt e’ s £ nited | 150 A, Kettler 1o have painted, with-
SEFRER W OWE TECORNIZE  @NY | gyt charge, on space in the ball park
government horp of violence, revolu- Ldonated by the Washington club the
tionary agent® here were frankly | mign ”,ﬂ‘,“"g: “Americanize the
concerned and took immediate me as- | Washingtonian.” o

ures to learn the details that would | This appeal for the ballot for the
;l-::air;‘ up the matler of Carranza’s! yoteless capital will extend the en-

ath.

The legal procedure for the estab-
lishment of a government in Mexico
has not been altered by the deatit of
1the constitutional pres=ident. The con-
stitution of 1817 provides that in the
event of the deith or inability of the
president to govern occurring after the
first two vears of his rule, congresg
shall name an ad interim president.
XNo provision 18 made for direct sur-
vession. Such steps already have bhoen
1aken in the calling of congress in
special session for May 24, when a
successor will be named.

Temporarily in Charge.

Mexico City press advices rereived
hera today quote one Sanchez Azoona.,
temporarily in charge of thr Mexi-
can foreign office, as saying that the
revolutienary authorities are “giving

areful consideration to the hest
manner of complying wifh foreign
~ {Continued on e 2, umn

|
!

i tirg length of the left fleld bleachers |

in letters of huge dimensions. Con-
, sidering the cost of the material and
\ labor involved, the offer may be con-
!gidered a geénerous contribution to
ithe cause by the Thomas Cusack Com-
pany, which Mr. Kettler represents.

FIRE DESTROYS LUMBER.

$500,000 Loss From Flames at
Cleveland Plant.

CLEVELAND, May 22 —Fire of un-
known origin early today practically
wiped out the plant of the Theodore
Kuntz Lumber Company., Lakewood,
causing a loss of about §500,000.

Thousands of feat nf heavy timber
and hardwood, the sawmill and sev-
eral other bulldings were destroyed.

About 400 men will be made idie tem-
porarily.

s .

Instead of heing de- |
!there was any intention of bringing

crds of the commission absolutely up to | only the necessary liberty of action,
tate is highly essential. especially when | under guard. This prisoner has no
the report of the reclassification com- | desire to escape. nor could he if he
mission comes up for consideration in!wanted
Congress, along with the bill which it|guard, as his counsel I stand respon-

| Gen.

SECRETARY BAKER
DENIES HE GRANTED
BERGDOLL PAROLE

Holds Draft Dodger’s Counsel
Responsible for Return
of Fugitive.

Grover (leveland Fergdoll, rich
draft dodger, who escaped from two
Army sergeants at Philadelphia yes-
terday, was permitted to leave Fort
Jay on representation of his counsel
that he had secreted a large sum of
money in a place known only to him-
self, Secretary Baker said today in a
formal statement.

Mr. Baker denied published reports
that he had authorized the moving of
Bergdoll, and paid his first knowledge
that the prisoner had left Fort Jay
was when Adjt. Gen. Harris reported
bis escape, The Secretary added that on
receiving this report he “directed an im-
mediate and thorough investigation.”

Holds Counsel Responsible.

A second statement jssued at the
War Department shortly after noon
today indicated that the department
would depend on Col. S8amuel T. An-
sell, former adjutant general, and Col.
Edward 8. Bailey, also a former Army
cfficer, as attorneys for Bergdoll, to
return  their client. This second
statement said, in part:

“The attorneys for Bergdoll are in
honor bound to return the prisoner
to the disciplinary barracks. and the
War Department expects them,
through the offer of a suitable re-
ward and other proper means, to ap-
prehend Bergdoll at the earliest prac-
ticable date.

“The regular award of $50, author-
ized by law for the apprehension of
an escaped military prisoner, is to-
tally inadequate in a case of this
nature.”

Version Given® by Attorneys.

At the offices of Ansell & Bailey, in
the Riggs building, a statement was
issued over the signature of the two
attorneys telling in detail the man-
ner in which it was arranged with
the War Department to let Bergdoll
go under military guard to recover
the money he claimed to have hidden.
This statement said the Washington
firm had been retained in the Berg-
doll case about six weeks ago by D,
. Gibboney, a Philadelphia attorney
representing Bergdoll, and it was at
Mr. Gibboney's request that the appli-
cation was made for Bergdoll's trip,
which resulted in his escape.

“We know nothing of what hap-
pened in Philadelphia nor of the
circumstances of the escape other
than what is contained in the press
reports,” said the statement by An-
sell and Bajley in conclusion, “and in
brief conversations over the tele-
phone with Mr. Gibboney. We, of
course, shall do everything within
our power to see that Bergdoll is
apprehended.”

Secretary Baker's Statement.

The statement by Secretary Baker
today savs:

.“The escape of Bergdoll was brought
to my attention yesterday afternoon
by Gen. Harris, the adjutant general,
shertly after it occurred. I had had
no previous knowledge of any mis-
gion, confidential or otherwise, on
Bergdoll's part, and did not know
that he had ‘been brought from thel
prison at Governors Island, or thati

him. After his escape I was informed |
that Gen. Ansell and Col. Bailey, coun-
sel for Bergdoll, some days ago rep-
resented to the adjutant general that
Bergdoll, prior to his arrest, had se-
ereted a large sum of money in a
place known only to himself, and
had made application to have Bergdoll
brought under guard and accompanied
by his lawyers to get the money.

“This arrangement was authorized
by the adjutant general. and the au-
thorities at Governors Island notified.
Col. Hunt at Governors -Island de-
tailed a guard to take Bergdoll to |
North Philadelphia, at which place he |
was to he met by his attorneys, andi
his party was tken to proceed to the
place where the money was supposed |
to be hidden.

“The details of his escape are vari-
ously reported. Asg soon as the mat-
ter was brought to my attention I di-
rected an immediate and thorough in-
vestigation of the entire matter, and
that every effort be made to capture
the fugitive.”

Gen. Ansell’'s Letter.

The letter which Gen. Ansell wrote
to Adjt. Gen. Harris in arranging for
Bergdoll's trip was under date of May
11, and said that circumstances indi-
cated the truth of the prisoner's
statement that he had buried $150,000
in gold in & metal container at a spot
no one else could find. This letter
said, in part:

“We are requesting no privilege—

to. Notwithstanding the
sible for his primpt return to prison
without advantage to him other than
that inveolved in the object of this
request.

“I hope this request may be granted
immediately. It seems reasonable and
right to me and also to you, and 1
hope—and doubt not—that will
seem so to the Secrktary."”

To this Gen. Ansell received the
following reply from the adjutant
general’'s office:

“In reference to ¥your confldential
letter of May 11, 1%20, addressed to
Harris, the instructions have
been mailed this date to the com-
mandant, Atlantic branch, United
States disciplinary barracks, Gover-
nors Island, New York. He is author-
ized to complete arrangements with
you or with your representatives in
New York for the purpose and has
been told that one of the counsel will
accompany the expedition.”

War Department Version. :
The version of the escape of Berg-
doll given out by the War Depart-
ment today indicated that the escape
wus made possible by an eleventh-
hour change of plans. The War De-
partment statement said:
“Mr. Kdward S .Bailey, a law part-
ner of Mr. Ansell, proceeded on Mon-

it

{day to Fort Jay to cenfer with Maj.
{ Hunt, commandant of the disciplinary
| barracks, and arrange the details for
{the trip.. It was agreed that Berg-
!doll should be sent by train, in charge
of two sergeants of the disciplinary
barracks guard, to north Philadel-
phia, where they were to be met by
Mr. D. €. Gibboney, a prominent law-
yer of Philadeiphia, and attorney for
Bergdoll, and taken in an automobile
to the place where the money was
hidden.

Taken to Mother's Home.
“Upon arrival of the guard

Bergdoll at North hPiladelphia, the
were informed by Mr. Gibboney f.hal.};I

and

THE FEDERAL TRAFFIC COP.

BANKS ADVED
TOCALL LOANS ON
*SURAR DEALERS

Federal ' Reserve
Takes Another Step to
Bring Down Prices.

Supplementing the action of the
bankers’ eonference here Tuesday, the
Federal Reserve Board was understood
today to have taken another step to
aid in driving down prices. Gov.
Harding has intimated to federal re-

serve bamnk officials that they should
carefully scrutinize the paper they hold
as security for loans made to the sugar
trade, to the end that more sugar may
be made avnila.lzle for domestic con=
tion.
s"-:'?ﬂ'e inference said to have been
contained in Mr. Harding's communi-
cation to the bank heads was that
they should obtain early payment of
loans to sugar dealers where such
have anv appearance of being used
for speculative purposes. This will
have the inevitable effect of forcing

! some stocks on the market, a.c'cording

to official views. :

Reserve board officials would not
discuss the move. They said, however,
that any such action would be en-

tirely in line with the poliey to which
the )smpport of the banks had been
pledged at the conference. It was

estimated that probably $250,000,000
was tied up in “frozen loans” C=
sugar stock which might be jarred
Joose by the campaign against specu-
lators. At any rate it was regarded
as certain that the banks would be
able to locate any stocks of_suga.r
thus held and would force their dis-
tribution. N\

TIDAL BASIN BATHING

BEACH READY T0 OPEN

lBathhoune Extended and Provided

With 800 Additional
Lockers.

The municipal bathing beach at the
tidal basin will open next Saturday

at noon.

The “beach” has been enlarged and
otherwise improved. It will again
be managed by Gordon lLeach, and
will be operated under practically the
pame regulations as were in force
last summer.

The bathhouse has bgen extended
and provided with 800 ore lockers
and showers, all in the section al-
lotted to men and boys. There are
now 2,000 lockers in all, 400 in the
section for women and girls, and
1,600 in the section for men and boys,
with showers in proportion. As each
locker can be utilized by two bathers
there is provision for 4,000 bathers
at the same time. The bathing beach
itself has been extended 100 feet
along the shore, and the entire bath-
ing area covered with four inches of
sand, so that it now affords ample
facilities for 4,000 persons, the full
capacity of the bathhouse.

Certain changes have been made in
the entrances to the bathhouse and
the method of handling the crowd
geeking the use of lockers, refresh-

ment booths, etc. There are separate )

entrances for men and women. At
each entrance two lines will be
formed, one line going to lockers on
the right hand and the other line go-
ing to lockers on the left hand. That
system has been adopted to avoid
congestion at the entrances and to
facilitate the movement of the bath-
ers. A refreshment booth has been
provided for the new section.

All the new work at the bathing
beach way supervised by Francis F,
Gillen of the office of public buildings
and grounds.

—

Tuesday
Economy Day
for Men

Board |

*revenue derived from automobiles, he
[nointed out, because 26 per cent of

the automobile secured for the trip re-
quired certain repairs, and at Mr. Gib-
boney’s request Bergdoll was taken to
the home of his mother in Philadelphia
to await the completion of these re-
pairs. While at his mother's home he
escaped from the guard, The details
of the escape have not been reported
officlally to the War Department.
“Under the plan agreed upon by
Maj. Hunt and Mr. Bailey, it was dls-]
tinetly understood that Bergdoll |
would not stop in Philadelphia longer
than necessary to change from the
train to an automoblle,” l

If you will grasp the op-
portunity offered by some of
the leading men's wear es-
tablishments to make your
purchases on Tuesday you
will hand old H. C. L. an-
other jolt.

Your opportunity will ap-
pear in Monday's Star.

ik

AUTO REVENUE NOT
AD.C.ROADFUND

New Laws Necessary to Use
It as Such, Says
* Commissioner.

New legislation would have to be
enacted by Congress to permit the
Distriet to use the revenue derived
from automobiles for the upkeep of
the. roads, Commissioner Brownlow
pointed out today.

The Commissioner sald he had not
studied the suggestion sufficlently to
express his view of it at this time.
The proposal will be placed formally
before the city heads Monday morn-
ing, when the committee representing

various organizations will be granted
4 hearing on the road situation.

, va~ Ligut. Cel- Kuts’s Views.”™
Lieut. Col. Charles W. Kutz, Engi=
neer Commissioner, does mft believe
Congress would consent to the use
of automobile revenues for upkeep

of the roads instead of making ap-
propriations for the roads each vear.

“Such an arrangement would be
the same as a revolving fund,” said
the Engineer Commissioner, ‘and
Congress has several times discour-
aged the suggestion of the Commis-
sioners that other District enter-
prises be operated on a revolving
fund.”

Col. Kutz said the Commissioners
suggested that the garbage disposal
plant be operated on a revolving fund
made up of the money derived from
the sale of grease produced.

The Commissioner said Congress
has indicated that it prefers to make
the appropriations each year for the
various branches of the District and
let the revenue collected from such
sources as garhage disposal mnd the
sale of products at Occoquan go into
the Treasury’

Weork on Henning Road.

Maj. F. S. Besson, assistant engineer
commissioner, said today that work
will be started in about a week on the
resurfacing of Benning road from
15th and H streets to the end of the
present paving near 28th street. The
job will cost §39.000.

At present there is an asphalt drive-
way in the center of the road, with
block on either side of it. It is
planned to take up the block and re-
surface the full width of the road
with asphalt.

Several of the suburban roads are
beginning to show improvement as
a result of the work of the repair
gang during the past ten days. |

Among the stretches of road on
which repairs have been started are:
Connecticut avenue, from Plerce Mill
road to the circle; Calvert street, from
Connecticut avenue to 32d street; 16th
street, from Military road northward;
§th street, from Florida avenue to
Barry place; Georgia avenue, from
Euclid to Harvard streets, and Bla-
densburg road, from Lewis street to
the District line.

L. R. Grabill, superintendent of
county roads, is endeavoring to fill
in the worst holes in all of the main
highways running to the District line.

Favors Change in Tax.

Wade H. Coombs, superintendent of
licenses, said today he js in favor of a
c¢hange in the method of taxation on
automobiles. :

The personal tax on motor vehicles
should be abolished, he believes, and
one straight levy of 50 cents Dper
horsepower collected.

This would increase the amount of

1

the machines in the District are class-
ed as out-of-town vehicles, on which
no personal tax is collected.

Total of $382,057 Collected.

The amount collected last year for
automobile tags was §182,067 and the
amount of personal tax paid on auto-
mobileg last year was $200,000. This
is a total of $382.057.

Mr. Coombs predicts that there will
be 60,000 machines in the Distriet
next year. Estimating the average
car at twenty-five horsepower, a tax
of 50 cents per horsepower would
bring in- approximately $750,000 a
year, instead of half that samount
now collected.

It is believed that motorists would
not object to this amount of automo-
bile tax if the money is to be devoted
to upkeep of the roads.

U.S. TO TAKE ROLE OF
ARMENIA ARBITRATOR

PARIS, May 22.—Ambassador Wal-
lace informed the council of ambas-

sadors today that President Wilson
had announced that the ['nited States
would accept the role of arbitrator
in fixing the boundaries of Armenia.

The announcement of the Presi-
dent's decision was recelved with

"night.

great satisfaction by the members of
the counecil.

ORGANIZED EFFORT
10 BREAK FREIGHT
1AM IS EXTENDED

Conferences Kept Up While !

Committees Are Formed to
Dig Out Cars.

The Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion paused today in jts task of un-
tangling the freight transportation
jam to watch results of its first steps
taken in this direction,

While no new orders were issued to
the carriers, conferences between the
commissioners and railroad officials

continued. These meetings, it 18 un-
derstood, had to do with the general
question of -prioritics and embargoes.
It is believed such means may be
taken to speed up the execution of or-
ders already promulgated.

Formation of committees at thirty
principal rail centers to supervise the
expeditious forwarding of cars was
decided upon by the commission last
Orders were issued to this ef-
fect_. and on Monday the committees,
assisted by advigory groups, also pro-
vided for in the order and each com-
sisting of one raijlroad official, one

shipper and a representative of the |

commission, will begin work.

Their immediate object will be to
“dig out” cars from the jams and put
them on the shortest routes toward
points designated.

Clearing of side tracks at less im-
portant points and getting at the
ha_slc causes for congestion will be
left for future consideration, it is
stated,

Efforts in This City.

The committees formed to supervise
forwarding of freight will begin Mon-

day in Washington, as well as the
following cities:

Omaha, Seattle, Baltimore, Cincin-
nati, Youngstown. Minneapolis. St.

Paul, Norfolk, New York, St. Louis,
Boston, Denver, Philadelphia, Buffalo,
Portland (Oregon), Peoria. Birming-
ham'. Kansas City. Cleveland. Detroit,
New Orleans, Pittsburgh, Louisville,
Galveston, Atlanta, San Francisco,
Dallas, Toledo and Chicago.

Why the commission resorted to the
policy of shifting strings of emply
cars from one point to another is ex-
p]alr}od in a table issued by the car
service commission. This table indi-
cates the percentages of freight cars
on hand compared with the freight
cars owned by the different railroads.
L The New England roads, compris-
ing group “A" of the eastern distriet,
have on hand 41 per cent mere box
cars than they own and 68 per cent
more c¢oal cars. The former are
needed in the grain belt, while the
latter are necessities in moving coal

N AGREEMENT REACHED

ment or recess of Congress over the
political conventions was reached to-
day at the conference of republican
senators.

™ arly decision of the conference
w¥.. o press appropriation bills and
conference reports. Senator Kenyon
\0of Iowa, heading a group of Senators
favoring prompt action on the packer
rezulation bill, did not attend the con-
ht;(-l‘ehcﬂ, but he announced

A
{gram, but would attempt to call up the
|measure ahead of any other bill. He
I:-:a:r} he thought there were enough
| votes to insure bringing it up before
adjournment.

Some leaders said that if the ap-
propriation bills and other legisla-
tion now in conference could be com-
pleted by June 5 an adjournment sine
die might be possible.

No definite plans for a recess over
the national convention period or ad-
Journment eould. be made, prominent
tepublicans stated, because of uncer-
tainty of the soldier reliefy legisla-
tion in the House and President Wil-
s0n’'s possible action regarding ad-
journment plans, the peace resolution
and the Versailles treaty.

BUREAU MAY STUDY
PRICE OF GAS HERE

Standards Inquiry Proposed
by Sundry Civil Bill
Amendment.

An investigation by the bureau of
standards of the quality and price of
gas furnished in tHe District of Co-
lumbia is directed in an amendment
*to the sundry civil appropriation bill,
reported yesterday afternoon to the
Senate by the appropriations com-
mittee.

The text of the amendment follows:

“That the bureau of standards is
hereby authorized and directed to

.make an investigation as to the com-
|Parative cost and quality of gas tur-
nished the government and privale
consumers in the District of Columbia
and report the result of the investi-
gatlion to Congress on or before the
nrst Monday in December, 1920."

The attention of the appropriations
committee was directed to the gas
price when representatives of the
company asked that an increase be
allowed in the price charged for gas
consumed by the government. 'The
Eovernment price is 70 cents, as com-
pared with 95 cents for the private
consumers in Washington.

Believe Burean Well Equipped.

Although the Public Ulilities Com-
mission has been charged for several
years with the duly or passing upon
the rates to be charged by punlic
service corporations in the District,
members of
have determined that the Congress it-
self shall have the facts with regard
to the cost of production of gas and
Lthe prices charged here.

1he bureau of standards, they be-
lieve, is weil equipped to make this
investigation, and Lo compare the cost
and quality of gas produced here and
in otner cilies.

A rider aimed at P’resident Wilson's
i Tecent velo was attached to the bill
by the Senate committee. It provides

snall be jssued without cungressional
authority.

Reduction From Last Year.

Reporting out the bill, the Senate
commitliee recomimendeda a total or
$140,023,000 lor governmenta) activi-
Lies covered by the measure. This
Lwas 308,655,000 less Lthan appropri-
ated ror the same purposes last year,
And Jods. 462,000 less than estimates
sunmitied DY eXxecuuve departmesnts.

inceredases made by the >denate com-
mitiee inciuded $1,136,000 tor intand
jand coasiwise walerways, a2 ou, s
for the custuIns service, and 3i,ouu,-
VUL for enlorcement ol the prohipition
act.

The Senale committee added to the
bill the Smoot amendment Lo pay tne
transportation Lo their homes of gov-
ernment employes who are tet out of
the service when tne big cut in the
war workers takes place at the be-
iginning of the new nscal year. Ail
| who wish Lo resign betore Juiy 1 aiso
Imay bhave their transportauuvn paid
‘:I’.O their homes under tne amendment.
{ The provision applies only 1u those
jemployes who have come w0 tne Dis-
|trict since April 6, 1915,

H Of Interest to District.
{_ Other amendments of interest to the
'IDnstrict of Columbia are:

For the administration of the Na-
jtional Gallery of Art by the Smith-
‘sontan Institution, §15,000.

For the purchase, by condemnation

ON CONGRESS' RECESS

No agreement on plans for adjourn-

later that |
would support the conference pro- |

the $enate committee’

tnal no new government publications |

TREASURY HEAD
ADVISES CAUTION
AND ECONOMY

Says Public Clamor for
Funds May Increase
Taxes.

'HOLDS EXCESS PROFITS
LEVY CAUSE OF WASTE

‘Takes View That Ex-Soldiers
| Would Not Insist on Bonus if

i They Understood Sitnation.

| BY DAVID LAWRENCE.

No man is closer to President Wil
' s0on nor better able to speak the views
| ; =8 o
of the Wilson administration on finan-
{cial and economic questions than the
, present Secretary of the Treasury, D.
{ . Houston. His opinions as to the
Phusin?sn and financial outlook and
thoughts on the world situation are,
| therefore, an authoritative expression
jof the policies of the United States
{Eovernment at the present moment.
:.\!r. Houston w@s asked by the writer
|lo discuss various phases of the credit
ﬁurrr' and economic upheavel which
{America is experiencing. Here are
|§ome of the Secretary's thoughts as
{he penned them:
! “First, there is no essential reason
i why this nation should not continue
]ﬁnanciall_\' on a sound and safe foot-
ting. There is no present cause for
jalarm. It is important that we shall
1at mo time become alarmed or lose
lour heads. Panics are the result in
(part of unwholesome states of mind.
{ When one has a difficult situation te
| face it is essential that he keep him-
self well in hand, but it is equally

|necessary that he look the facts
| squarely in the face. Industrially,
!'this mnation i8 in a fundamentally
| sound position, but there are ten-

!dencies which must be controlled.

! *Undue credit expansion must not be
| permitted. Further inflation must be
| prevented. Many of our banks were
| mot in a position they should hold at
! the beginning of the planting season.
| If inflation continues it will mean
further increase of price, further de-
' mands for wages, increased costs, un=-
| rest and strikes.

! Disconnt Increase Not Enough.
“Becond. Increases in the discount
| rates 'alone. influential as they may
{be, will not suffice. The intelligent
| and effective co-operation of business

men through the exercise of dis-
crimination in industrial extensions
and through restraint in their de-

| meinds for credit. and especially of all
bankers in extending accommodations,
| ig of the first importance.

| “Third. Until recently the govern-
) ment seemed to be in a positiom
where it could go forward with exist-
ing tax provisions and .meet its ob-
ligations from tax receipts with oe-
casional resort to temporary borrows
ing through tax certificates: but the
situation has recently threatened to
| be changed for the worse. The rail-
road legisiation has placed a burden
upon the Treasury which, together
with appropriations asked for by the
ler:nad Administration, may ap-
ipm:lmale a billion dollars. And
! now comes a threat of an additional
| burden from one billion te two bil-
lion in the shape of honuses to sol-
diers, If this materializes, then there
must be increased taxes or, worse, re-
newed borrowing at inereased rates.
{ This would result in further increased
| CoSLE, increased prices, an immediate
addition to the burdens of one hun-
| dred and ten millions of people, an
; added depreciation of government se-
| eurities held by twenty millions of
| citizens, remewed unrest, and what
| more 1 will not venture to prediet.
The amazing thing about this bonus
proposal is that very few people in
responsible positiorns in Washington
Seem 1o favor doing this detriment
to _'lh?.budy politic. and the equally
striking thing is that few of them
 have the courage to

Bay =0 and to
uffer effective opposition. | cannot
believe that a majority of the fine

boys who patriotically responded to
| the call of country would ask this
subsidy if they knew what it involved.,
And if I were mistaken, 1 should be
greatly depressed over the fate of
the nation.

Business Men Must Co-Operate.

Fpurlh. The immediate need is for
business men, and particularly for
member banks, to co-operate with the
officers of the federal reserve system
and the Treasury. The problem is
theirs quite. as definitely as it i the
officials’. But there must be some-
thing more than the co-operation of
business men and bankers. Thers
must be co-operation from that part
of the public which i= in a position
to save, and evervbody must devote
a httle more ‘high tension' to hard
work. Some people are not in a posi-

from the Pennsylvania and West Vir- | or otherwise, of land lying between ! tion to save, but many can save who

ginia fields.

The Allegheny district, including

most of the great coal carriers, has|licul avenue in the vicinity of Jewett  should be imposed if they

16 per cent fewer cars than it owns
and 20 per cent more hox ecars. The
Pocahontas, or southern coal district,
has only about half of its total owned
coal cars.

Group “A” in the south, including
the coast lines, has 46 per cent more
box cars and 10 per cent fewer coal
gara‘ Group “B."” farther west, has
23 per cent more box cars and 24 per
cent fewer coal cars.

Demands in Northwest.

In the northwest. where the de-
mands for box cars are most insistent,
there are 73 per cent more coal cars
and 16 per cent fewer box cars than
the roads in that distriet own. Cana-
dian roads lack 15 per cent of their
box car equipment.

The reduced quota of refrigerator
cars apportioned to the packing in
dustries by the Interstate Commerce
Commission threatens the nation's
meat supply. according to a state-
ment issued last night in Chicago by
Thomas E. Wilson, president of the
Institute of American Packers. in
behalf of -nearly 200 companies in
various parts of the United States.
Reports received from several sec-
tions, the statement warns, show
that some plants may have to shut
down on account of the lack of cars.

Packers' Situation. -

The statement, in part, continued:

“Other plants have been forced to
effect a 50 per cent curtailment in
the production of meat, and some of
these are on the point of stopping
onerations entirely. No packer owns
enough refrigerator cars to take care
of his own businesa. The large pack-
ers are compelled to rely on railroad
owned cars for 25 to 35 per cent of
their requirements, and the smaller
packers depend largely on these com-
mon carriers.

“Omlinarily the necessities of the
packing indusiry are recognized and
filled in order to protect the consumer,
but the Interstate Commeroce Commis-
sion has diverted to other uses a con-
siderable share of the quota usually
assigned and urgently needed to move
meat. As a consequence labor is
being laid off, and the quantity of
live stock dressed is being reduced.

!Lhe_presnu western boundary of the
| National Zoological Park and Connec-

| street, $50,000,

| F¥or the relocation of the military
!road between the Agueduct
jand Fort Myer, Va., for the purpose
fof eliminating dangerous curves in
| the road, $20,000.

i For the purpose of preparing the
{medical and surgical history of the
tGerman war, $75,000.

| To enable the Secretary of Labor
| Lo continue the investigation touching
| women 1n industry, $75,000,

| For purchasing and supplying uni-
| forms to the Capitol police, $5,000.

! For repairs, improvement and equip-

{ ment of the Senate kitcheng and res- |

| taurants, $41.000.

| Revolving Rail Fund.
| The Senate committee added to the

|l ill the proposed amendment to the
| transportation act, making the $300,- |

| 000,000 revolving fund more easily
| available for the use of the railroads,
| which was recently reported by the
| Senate interstate commerce commit-
i lee.
i 1t struck from the bill the House
| provisions creating a national budget
system. The budget bill is now
| conference between the two houses.
tand the committee clmpmd that
| the wiser course WAas 10 awalt
| adjustment of this measure.

ASKS OFFICERS BE HELD. |

bridge |

| stock watering.

in |

ﬂ“al?mrpnrstpd and unincorporated con-

are nol Saving.

“Fifth. Undoubtedly no new taxes
can be
| 2voided. But they may not be avoid-.
el if many groups of people continud
to clamor for appropriations. And I
unhasitatingly assert that the peopld
and not executive departments are in
the main responsible for increased
,demand on the Treasury and the en-
largement of government activities,
The demand for services comes from
them. T do nnt speak extravagantly
"when 1 sav that far seven Yyears
| have expended many times as much
{ effort in resisting demands from
| groups of people for appropriations
i I have in seeking them.

| as

#Qixth. The excess profits tax i= not
| all evil. It has good features. It im
productive of revenue, It reaches

some real profiteers. But it tends to
| promote waste. It works unequally¥
!and capriciously. Tt depends upon
mere accident of form of corporate
 organization. It punishes conservative
husiness and rewards and promoteg
Many of the corpo-*
rations charged with profiteering get
off very lightly bhecause they are so
| generously capitalized, and the tax is

now confilned to a part of business.

1t does not apply to all business con-
cerns, and, therefore. works unjust-
lv. The substitution of a flat rate on
undistributed profits would place In-

cerns more nearly on the same basis,

Cool Judgment Needed.
v“Qeventh. What we need nowadays

is cool judgment, regard for facts and’
| courage to follow conclusions based on
them. Let us have debate, criticism
|and progress by all means, but let us
have constructive criticism and let us
| have progressives who know where
!they are headed and who are headed
{in the right direction. Economiecally
|and politically we were in the war
| from the moment of the first movement

 Secretary Baker Objects to 1mmu-
nity for Discharged Men.

Army officers separated fro;n the
military service, but charged with of-
fenses committed while in the serv-
jce, would not be immune from court-

martial proceedings under a proposed
amendment to the articles of war, |
sent by Secretary Baker to Chairman !
Kahn of the House military commit-
tee and Chairman Wadsworth of the
Senate military committee, i

Army officers dropped from the rolls !
now revert immediately to civilian |
atatus. Secretary Baker has directed |
that this procedure be not approved |
in the future until complete investi-
gation has been made to determine

“T"nleas this condition is remedied, a

shortage of meat. which hams hqcumei
ling their period of service.

(Continued on Page 5, Column 3.)
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whether they should be brought in
trial for any offense committed dur- |

of the German troops. We were in it
vears before we entered it formally in
military fashion, and we shall be in it
economically and politically for many
years after our last soldier is with-
drawn from Europe. How idle it is
for men to insist that this nation shall
live in isolation. It cannot live apart
from the world. Tt is hopelessly en-
tangled with it. Nothing of great im-
portance, either of an economic, finan-
cial or military nature, can happen
again anywhere in the world withoutr.

saroducing serious disturbances herg,



